
 Pentecost Sunday (C)                       9th June 2019

Archdiocesan
Mission Statement

Taking to heart the
last words of the Lord
Jesus, we will go into
the world to proclaim
the Good News to the
whole of creation.

 LITURGICAL CALENDAR
Psalter Week 2
Readings Sunday – Pentecost Sunday (C)
    Weekdays –  Week 10, Ordinary Time

Sunday   Pentecost Sunday (C)
Monday Our Lady, Mother of the Church
Tuesday St Barnabus
Thursday Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal High Priest
Next Sunday   Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity (C)

  Day for Life
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DEANERY TEAM

GOSPEL REFLECTION
  A group of dispirited followers of Jesus had gathered and locked themselves in an upper room, possibly
the same room where the Last Supper was held. There was more perspiration than inspiration in the room.
There was fear and suspicion. The room was occupied by a group of followers who were afraid that they
would suffer the same fate as their Master. So they listened to every step on the stairs. They waited for the
knock of the executioner. They prayed that no one would discover their hiding place and that the world would
leave them safe in their secure enclosure. In contrast there is the powerful image of the Holy Spirit as one
who does not accept boundaries and the barriers that people sometimes erect. The Spirit is not halted by
locked doors or locked hearts. And the Spirit takes this group of dispirited followers and fires them with a
new energy and a new enthusiasm and a new authority. The presence of God’s Holy Spirit makes the
disciples open their lives to others: they don’t just decorate their sacred enclosure, they leave it and pass
over into the lives of others with the gifts of Gospel and peace and forgiveness. The disciples go outdoors.
They go to the market place where people gather and there they proclaim to all how they have been changed
by the power of the Holy Spirit. They share their own “Magnificat” as they proclaim how God has worked
wonders in them and through them. At first the crowds think that the disciples are drunk. Whatever it is
everyone acknowledges that something happened to dramatically change the outlook and the behaviour of
the followers of Jesus.
  The crowd’s second reaction is a joyous one when they realize the disciples are speaking their own
language. When this happens there is communion, where before there had only been misunderstanding
and division. The disciples got through to the people and touched their hearts. They spoke the deep language
that is in all of us and which is rarely spoken. It is the language in search of understanding. It is like music
in search of a melody. St.Paul spoke of it as a kind of inarticulate groaning, the cry of the Spirit in each one
of us. The disciples reach out to the people in this profound language, the language of the Holy Spirit. After
Pentecost the early Church, and indeed the Church today, sometimes struggles to live the language of the
Spirit. In today’s Second Reading we hear St.Paul reminding the divided community at Corinth that their
diverse gifts are for the good of the whole community, not just for themselves. It is the one dynamic Spirit
which is the source of the community’s gifts. And the same Spirit which fired the disciples and which enthused
St.Paul is the same Spirit which we receive today. The Spirit does this in our own mundane attempts to work
at forgiveness and love and peace and understanding. This is the language of the Holy Spirit today and God
is looking to us to allow the Spirit to take root in our lives and our hearts.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Psalm Response: Send forth your Spirit, O Lord,
        and renew the face of the earth.

Gospel Acclamation: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
        and kindle in them the fire of your love.

 Parish of St Margaret Clitherow



Synod 2020 - The Story So Far

Very soon we will be holding meetings for
anyone who would like to take part in the Synod
process. Basically the Synod meeting will be a
time of listening to each other and hearing each
other’s ideas concerning our faith and the future
of the Church.
Please watch this space for further details very
soon.

Here is a reminder of the “Synod Timeline” for the first year.
● May – June 2019 – Listening and discerning in

Parishes. (Led by Members)
● 21st or 25th or 28th September – Meeting of

Members. (Members can attend any one meeting)
● Oct 2019 – Jan 2020 – Pastoral Area Pre-Synod 1.

(One in each Pastoral Area)

Our Synod Questions
Four Synod Questions that will inform and inspire our project
of listening over the coming months have been published and
addressed in recent newsletters.

These questions begin from the truth that God speaks to us in
our everyday lives and, as we reflect on our lives, we encounter
Christ (c.f. Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 8). We are then
invited to think about what the Catholic Church is for. This will
allow the Spirit of God to open our hearts so that, finally, we
can reflect on the questions, issues, and topics that our Synod
should make recommendations on. We are all invited to reflect
deeply and respond to these four Synod Questions.

As a reminder, the four questions are:

Synod Question 1
Where in your everyday life do you experience love, truth,
goodness, hope and joy?

Synod Question 2
When you reflect on your  life now, as you look to the future,
what causes you concern or worry?

Synod Question 3
What is the purpose of the Catholic Church in the world today?

Synod Question 4
Having reflected on these things, what are the topics you would
like to see on the agenda of Synod 2020? (a maximum of 5)

Synod 2020: Have Your Say
Please ensure that your voice is heard in response to the Four
Synod Questions. Attend a local Listening Gathering in your
Pastoral Area (see above) or respond online at
www.synod2020.co.uk

* * * * * * *

St. Richard’s 500 Club June Winners
£100.00 336  J.Byrne
£50.00 376  G.Hill
£25.00 300  K.Hayes
£15.00  148 P.A.Halliwell
£15.00    90  K.Walsh

Thank you for your continued support.

Weekday Mass Intentions
There is a shortage of Mass Offerings for weekday Mass Intentions
across the parish. Additional Mass Offerings for weekday Masses
would be welcomed.

PARISH NEWS
Pentecost Sunday

Children’s Liturgy
The next Children’s Liturgy at Holy Family will be today,
Sunday 9th June at the 11.00am Mass.

Churches Together in Atherton
 Pentecost Celebration Today

Please try your very best to come along to a special
Pentecost Celebration at Atherton Parish Church this
afternoon at 4.00pm. The service, which has been arranged
by “Churches Together In Atherton”, will provide us with a
great celebration to mark Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of
the Church. The service will be followed by a “bring to the
table” tea in Atherton Baptist Church. Please bring some
food with you if you can. Come along and join us in prayer
and friendship.

Churches Together in Boothstown
Meeting and Social at St John’s Tuesday 18th June,
7.30pm. All welcome, please bring food to share together.
Churches Together Picnic at St Andrew’s Saturday 22nd
June, 12.00-3.00pm. All welcome.

Rosary for the Unborn
Thank you to everyone who has supported this monthly prayer
initiative for 2019.
June has taken us to our half way point. If you have not already
taken part, please consider joining the Padre Pio prayer group on
the first Saturday of each month held at St Ambrose Barlow at
10.00am for the remaining six months’ prayer. Thank you.
(Future dates: 6th July, 3rd August, 7th September, 5th
October, 2nd November, 7th December.)

LAST WEEK’S PARISH COLLECTIONS

Offertory             £2034.59
World Communications     £  459.01

Thank you for your generosity.

SECOND COLLECTIONS
Today

Friends of the Holy Land
Friends of the Holy Land (FHL) is a charitable
organisation supporting the Christians of the Holy Land,
who are suffering greatly. The work of FHL is entirely
non-political and is carried out with the backing and
blessing of Anglican and Catholic Bishops in England and
Wales. Have a look at the website:
www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk

Next Week
Day for Life

Next Sunday is the annual Day for Life. The second
collection will go to support the Anscombe Bioethics Centre
(formerly the Linacre Centre for Healthcare Ethics) and
other life-related activities supported by the Church.



 Newsletter
Please ensure that items for next week’s newsletter are sent
in by Wednesday evening. Thank you.

Clergy Addresses
Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street,
Atherton, Manchester M46 OAQ

Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock Lane,
Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN

Finance
All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St Margaret
Clitherow Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Many of you will have heard the following notice which was
read out at all the Masses recently. We will publish it in the
Newsletter for the next few weeks so that everyone can read
it at home.

Last September, as many of you are aware, our Pastoral Area,
the Deanery of Leigh, was expanded to include Golborne,
Lowton, Croft and Hindley Green. We increased in number from
seven churches to ten, with an increase in priests from four to
five. This change happened very suddenly, without consultation,
and it has been a very difficult year trying to adapt to these
changes, especially since our Pastoral Area has now become
one of the largest, geographically, in the Archdiocese.

The Archbishop has now informed us that Fr.Colin – who at
present looks after St.Joseph’s, Leigh – will be leaving us and
taking up a new appointment from September. He will NOT be
replaced. Therefore we are facing the prospect of looking after
a much larger Pastoral Area with less number of priests. This will
inevitably lead to change, not just in terms of the number of
churches but also to the times and availability of Sunday Masses
in the Pastoral Area. This will also lead to a change in the way
we work as priests. The Archdiocese has asked us to conduct a
review of the buildings (that is, churches and halls) that we are
using at present.

As many of you may be aware the Pastoral Area submitted a
Pastoral Plan five years ago to address many of these issues.
At that time the Archdiocese chose not to act on these
recommendations. Due to the reduction in the number of priests,
many of these issues are now more pressing.

By September a new Sunday Mass Schedule will have to be in
place which probably WILL involve church closures. This will also
involve a reduction in the number of Sunday Masses, simply
because we have less priests looking after a much larger area.
We simply cannot be in two places at once.

Fr.Colin has been a great member of our team for the last five
years and he will be greatly missed. We ask you to pray for him
and pray for all of us – people and priests alike – as we face such
great challenges in the very near future.

During the next few weeks and months the priests of the Pastoral
Area will continue to meet with representatives from the
Archdiocese to make plans for the future. We will try our best to
keep you informed of any progress and involve you as people of
the Pastoral Area in whatever way we can.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Marie Curie Tea Party
The Leigh and Atherton Marie Curie Fundraising Group are
holding a “Blooming Great Tea Party” on Thursday 20th June
in St.Richard’s Jubilee Hall from 10.00am-12noon. Fun and live
music with “Mike & Me”. Small entrance fee, or donation, on door
includes tea/coffee and a cake. Please come along and help us
raise funds to provide care at home for people with terminal
illness.

Climate Lobby, Wednesday 26th June
CAFOD invites you to join its Climate Lobby in London on
Wednesday 26th June saying, “It’s time to confront this climate
and environmental crisis and tell our leaders that Britain should no
longer contribute to the destruction of our common home. To sign
up to join us at the lobby, go to
www.cafod.org.uk/Climate/Campaign/Climate-lobby.”

Reflect
Today is the Feast of Pentecost which is sometimes called the
birthday of the Church. We are told of the impact of the Holy
Spirit on the disciples.
Pray
Whirlwind Spirit of God
Roar through our timidities and fears,
Shake the foundations of our ill-placed securities,
Sweep away the cobwebs of our apathy,
Blow down the wall that separates us, one from another.
Then into our empty spaces, breathe
Re-strengthened courage to challenge injustice,
Renewed belief in the urgency of our vocation,
Revitalized passion to change our lifestyles,
Re-dedication to speak only words that build and unite.
Let gentle breeze and still small voice
Become in us today
Mighty wind and loud proclamation.
Make us a Pentecost people!
Amen
Kathleen O’Brien in livesimply CAFOD
Act & Challenge
Respond to the promptings of the Holy Spirit in your life. Make
a difference.

Prayer in preparation for Synod 2020

We thank you Father
For the love you have shown us
In the gift of Jesus, your Son.

We thank you for the gift of the Church,
Through which you show us that you are
always with us and are always at work in
our lives.

As we journey together to Synod 2020
help us to become the Church that you are calling us to be.
May your Holy Spirit  be powerfully at work among us
Strengthen each of us and guide Francis, our Pope
and Malcolm our Archbishop.

Help us to respond to the challenges of our times in new
ways to bring your love to all our sisters and brothers.

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.

AMEN



READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND

Feast of the Holy Trinity

First Reading – Proverbs 8:22-31
The wisdom of God can be seen as a journey towards the
revelation of the mystery of the Trinity.

Second Reading – Romans 5:1-5
Christ made possible for us a relationship of love with God. This
gives us hope and sustains us in times of suffering. The Holy Spirit
helps us to recognize God’s love for us.

Gospel Reading – John 16:12-15
The Holy Spirit helps the Church to grasp the full meaning of all
Jesus said, especially everything he said about God the Father.

Amy Turnbull
Anelyse Lewis
Arthur Leggett
All Cancer Patients
Anne Broad
Baby George
Baby Grace
Baby Luke
Bernard O’Donnell
Brenda Southern
Bridie Molyneux
Catherine Jones
Christopher Browne
Clare Barlow
Clifford Browne
Eddie Shaw
Elizabeth Hulmes
Emma Oldham
Enid Kenwright
Fon O’Hara
Freda Peake
Gerald Hackett
Guy Ryan
Hannah Delargy
 Irene McIntyre
Jack Rothwell
Jean Tchibukdjian
Jennifer Langin
Jess Garrett
Jessie Lucas
Joan Wilkinson
John Neary
John Wall
Kathy Kenyon
Maisie Sweeney (10)
Margaret Case
Margaret Dawson
Margaret Ross
Margaret Wall
Marjorie Price
Mary Tiernan
Maureen Halliday
Michael Wright
Rev Jim Melia
Sandra Jones
Shelagh Welsby
Stephen Howell
Terence Flanagan
Terry Barlow
Thelma Humble
Theresa Stanley
Thomas McLoughlin
Wyn Wright
Yvonne Mellin
If any of the above are
now better please tell

margaretclitherow
@Yahoo.com

Please pray for
those who are Sick

LATELY DEAD

Please pray for
those who have
died recently:

Mary Bartley
Brendan Deignan

Patrick Fahy
Ann Marshall
Ken Seaman

Eternal rest grant unto them, O
Lord, and let perpetual light

shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday Confessions after 10.00 am Mass at Holy Family
& after both 6.00 pm Masses

in St Ambrose and St Richard’s.

Confession also available where possible by request / appointment.

Week Beginning
9th June Holy Family St. Ambrose Barlow St. Richard’s

SUNDAY
9.00 am

Lois & Frank O’Neill

11.00 am
Teresa Unsworth

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Sean Fanning

11.00 am
John Evans

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Gertrude Sandilands

9.30 am
Stephen & Derrick

Langin

MONDAY

TUESDAY 9.15 am
Raymond Hilton

9.15 am
Peter Burke

WEDNESDAY
7.00 pm

Ann Marshall

9.00 - 10.00 am
Exposition of the Blessed

Sacrament

THURSDAY

10.00 am
Michael Durkan

9.15 am
Emma Newton

1.45 pm
Funeral Mass for

Patrick Fahy

FRIDAY
10.00 am

Parishioners
Mass in St Gabriel’s School

10.00 am
Mass in St Gabriel’s School

SATURDAY

10.00 am
Thanksgiving

10.00 am
Exposition & Rosary

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Mildred Hughes

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Dorothy Hunt

NEXT SUNDAY

9.00 am
Ken Seaman

11.00 am
The Higgins Family

11.00 am
Thomas Laing

9.30 am
Tony McKiernan

Pope Francis Tweet

Today, with gratitude to God, we
remember that our body contains the
elements of the planet: its air is that
which gives us breath, and its water
revives and restores us.
June 5th, 2019


